Reviews of Andrew Norriss’s books from various sources.

Aquila 
‘I have three sons who are avid readers. My boys are now 10, 12 and 14 years. There are two books that they all enjoyed very much. Aquila is a must, especially for boys who are battling at school. Two boys come across an ancient Roman flying vehicle whilst bunking their geography lesson. They learn to use it but it causes many problems for them. The book is an exciting adventure but also has a lovely lesson. Andrew Norris is one of my boys.’    Your Parenting: Tips and tools for happy families.   http://www.yourchild.co.za/
………………………………………………………………..
The adventure in The Touchstone begins when an alien pitches up in the bushes, thrusts something into the hands of 12-year-old Douglas Patterson and drops dead (she will come back to life, but only after her skin crusts and her arms fall off in a pleasingly grotesque manner).
Douglas's gift, it turns out, is the Touchstone of the title, a talisman that gives him access to a cheery man in an infinite library who functions as a kind of super-Google, with the bonus that no matter what you ask him, he is always right. Up to a point.
As the action heats up and Douglas deals with everything from intergalactic politics to the unexpected felicity of befriending the school nerd, he learns that even when you are assured of an answer, you have to be careful what you ask for.
In The Touchstone, Norriss has created an engaging character, a science fiction story just this side of believable and, best of all, a book that wears its moral lightly. http://observer.guardian.co.uk
………………………………………………………
The Unluckiest Boy in the World
Synopsis: Nicholas’s life changes the day he accidentally falls under an ancient curse. From that moment, everyone around him encounters disasters and bizarre accidents, so much so, that Nicholas soon finds himself very much on his own. Then he meets Fiona, who seems prepared to risk being his friend. At last, Nicholas dares to wonder whether his luck is about to change. 

Review: Right from the very first page of this story, where Nicholas’s adventure begins, Andrew Norris keeps the reader hooked through narrative that is both comic and touching. He has the ability to make a fantastical notion such as an ancient curse completely believable, and the real story is how Nicholas attempts to live a normal life while mayhem and chaos occur around him. 

Some of the funniest moments are the descriptions of the accidents that befall the teachers that Nicholas encounters in his new school (he has been asked to leave two schools since the curse began). These involve a range of hazards including insects, sulphuric acid and falling Bibles! Nicholas’s friendship with Fiona and his subsequent meeting with her dad, make him reassess his situation and begin to realise that luck can be as much about your outlook on life as about the situations you find yourself in.

Norris’s experience as a teacher help him to vividly bring to life the school environment and the people- head teachers, teachers, support staff and pupils - who work within it. Readers will identify easily with the characters within the book and the message of having a positive out look on life and controlling feelings of frustration and anger make for interesting discussions within the classroom. 

http://www.writeaway.org.uk
If you can keep your head.....: Andrew Norriss, The Touchstone 

When Douglas Patterson is contacted by an alien in trouble it's because he is an unusually calm, methodical person. The kind of person who can be trusted not to panic and who tends to believe what he sees and hears until evidence is presented to the contrary. But Douglas isn't a fool and doesn't believe the warrior herself, but rather Gedrus, an avatar of the Library to which he can link through a Touchstone the warrior has given him. Gedrus confirms the warrior's story--that her planet is suffering a terrible tyranny and that she is on the way to liberate it--and he decides to help her, hiding her body while it regenerates and soliciting the friendship of Ivo, a rather lonely Hungarian boy at school who wants to build a winning robot for Robot Wars and who eats onion sandwiches and yoghurt.


The warrior leaves and Douglas begins to use his Touchstone. It gives him the answers to his tests, lets him help (cheat) on behalf of Hannah, the lonely and rebellious daughter of the headmaster, and aids him and Ivo in building an utterly lethal robot. And it sets up a plan for him to bring his divorced parents back together.


By the time a Guardian arrives to reclaim the Touchstone Douglas has already figured out that maybe he is using it wrongly. One of the reasons I liked this book so much is that the Guardian nudges Douglas but neither explains nor rescues. The epiphany arrives when Douglas celebrates the idea that his parents will soon be back together again and happy. Gedrus is nonplussed. What Douglas had asked for was that they be back together "and everything would be like it was before". Not at all the same thing, as Douglas realises.


What Douglas eventually figures out is that what people want is not what they need. After he and the Guardian have got back the Warrior and the missing Touchstones (which together would have triggered a war*) Douglas finds himself appointed a Guardian. Douglas has learned to ask the right questions, the ones that begin by thinking of long term consequences and causal chains. As we leave him, he is serving his apprenticeship as a number of aliens troop by to ask their questions of Gedrus. Calm and methodical, the epitome of the librarian--which he now is--he is unphased by the weird conformation of his clientele.

*Norriss makes it clear that there is a tyrant on the warrior's planet, and that something Will Be Done, but that WMD is not the way to go.
posted by Farah @ The Inter-Galactic Playground A web site dedicated to children's literature and particularly children's science fiction.
Aquila 
When Geoff and Tom discover the skeleton of a Roman centurion and a UFO, it sparks an intense desire to find out more about the centurion and how the machine could work.  Their teachers are dumbfounded because neither student has previously ever shown any interest in school work.  This book is great fun as the boys discover the wonders of flying a UFO but it is also an exploration of how we learn and what motivates us.
Fiction Books for the Middle Years Programme Areas of Interaction

http://www.australed.iinet.net.au/MYP_Areas.html
The Unluckiest Boy in the World  3 CDs. 3:24 hrs. Chivers Children's Audio Books. 
Nicholas Frith was an ordinary English schoolboy. Nothing particularly spectacular had happened to him. All that changes on a trip to Spain where he incurs the wrath of a 300-year-dead corpse, and the curse that comes with it. Only slightly ameliorated by a local bruja (witch), the curse means plants wither at his touch, animals behave strangely, tests are a sure-fire route to bedlam, and all those around him are touched by incredible bad fortune. He becomes a modern Jonah as strange accidents follow in his wake. As a result, he's bounced from school to school and has no friends. At last, however, he arrives at a school where the headmaster actually makes an effort to understand the problem, enlisting the help of a local mystic to seek a solution. Nicholas's new friend, Fiona, has a cool head in catastrophes, which proves extremely useful, and it begins to look like there may be a way to beat the curse. Can the power of positive affirmation cast aside a magical malediction? Andrew Norris's book dishes up delightful tongue-in-cheek humor. Nicholas is a likeable character, and the matter-of-fact way he deals with his problems—attacking wasps, a roving mountain lion, occasional unexplained fire, and much more—is giggle-worthy. Glen McReady performs the text well, creating a unique voice for each character and maintaining an excellent pace. A fun audiobook.—Teresa Bateman, Brigadoon Elementary School, Federal Way, WA http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/
……………………………………………

Bernard's Watch
What would you do if you had a watch that could stop time? 

When Bernard finds himself outside of school during the lunch break, his Aunt B. gives him a special watch with the power to stop time. With it, Bernard need never be late for anything again, and begins using the watch to help himself and others. He becomes star of the school football team by playing in goal, waiting for the ball to come his way, then stopping time and moving into a position where he can stop the goal being scored. He stops time so he can find out the answers to difficult maths and other academic problems, and to hand school bullies over to the police without them knowing how they came to be hanging on railings outside the police station. But the watch also has a power for great harm. While Bernard can use it to stop time and move someone out of the way of a car accident, someone else could use it to move him into the path on an oncoming bus. And can the watch stop time from running out for his elderly Aunt B.?

Andrew Norriss shines in this book; his writing is sensitive, humorous and thought-provoking all at once. The relationships between the characters are extremely important, and Norriss doesn’t just focus on the children. He give times to the personalities of Aunt B. and the thoughts of Mr. Beasley and his neighbour, and shows Bernard’s change through their eyes as well as Bernard’s own. It is refreshing for the listener to have time to appreciate the reactions of Bernard’s close family and friends, as well as the police sergeant who finds himself mysteriously caught up in events where things seem to appear and or disappear into thin air. It is enjoyable by both children and adults.

The audio book runs at approximately 3 and a half hours, perfect for a long car journey.
by Louise Anne Bateman, WATERSTONE'S CRAWLEY s
………………………………………
‘The Touchstone is a novel written by Andrew Norriss (winner of Whitbread Children's Award) and published by Penguin.


’ Anything you want to know, you hold the stone, ask me and I will give you the answer.’

The Touchstone has all the answers.
The trick is knowing the right question to ask.

Douglas is not the sort of boy to panic when something out of the ordinary happens. But then he meets a native of the planet Vangar whose arm has dropped off. Kai is also being hunted by the Guardians of the Federation and needs Douglas's help. Douglas doesn't know what do with an armless, fugitive alien, but then he’s given the Touchstone and everything takes a twist from then on....’

………………………………………

‘I read this book with my eight year old son - it is amazing. Very readable, original and gives exceptional insight into the world of someone who feels 'outside' the norm. It is very touching, funny and on a practical level, very readable for an eight year old boy who still wants to be read to rather than read alone. I want to buy all of Norriss' books now.’
…………………………………………

Matt’s Million

This is the greatest book ever because when you start reading you can never stop !
It's exciting and funny.
The best part is when he goes out to buy a Rolls-Royce because it's very funny when he goes up to the man and asks to buy one and the man doesn't believe it: 11-year old boys don't usually buy Rolls-Royces.
It makes you think about what you'd do with your money if you became a millionaire
‘Matt's million taught me about bank accounts about how to use a bank account, how to handle money and how to spend it. It was an extreemly fun book to read, very funny - very interesting.’

.

